The Forty Easter Days 
Its Lessons & Graces 


Liturgical Theological Notes 


Why did Christ remain Forty Days on earth 
after the Resurrection? Christ remained 40 
days on earth after His Resurrection in order (1) 
to give sufficient proofs of His rising from the 
dead rendering it a fact indeed for all of history 
[leaving no question He taught with the authority 
of God] (2) and to establish His Church. 


Why wait till after the Resurrection to institute 
His Church? The Resurrection is the ultimate proof 
that Christ is God; by giving the world this proof of 
His divinity the world would know that the Catholic 
Church is divinely founded; that all must join it; and 
that God speaks through it. 


How did Christ institute His Church? Christ 
instituted His Church by establishing (1) the 
hierarchy (i.e. Pope and the duly appointed 
Bishops under him) (2) the Sacraments and Mass 
(3) giving it His doctrine. 


What did Christ teach about His Hierarchy? 
The Hierarchy (Pope & subordinate Bishops) are 
given the authority and mission of Christ Himself 
to teach, govern and sanctify. This hierarchy is 
infallible, indefectible and perpetual. In the strict 
sense of the term only the bishops of a diocese 
constitute the hierarchy. 
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What does it mean to say the Hierarchy is 
perpetual? 

To say the hierarchy is perpetual is to say that it is 
self-perpetuating and thus cannot cease to exist. 
Perpetuity consists in two things: (1) the Office of 
the pope must always exist and (2) a hierarchical 
mechanism for establishing the subject of that 
Office must always exist. 


Must the whole world submit to this 
hierarchy? Yes, the whole world is obliged to 
submit to the authority of the Pope just the same 
as submitting to Christ Himself - because the 
authority of the Pope is the very authority of 
Christ Himself. It is a mortal sin for any man to 
refuse to submit to any pope on matters of faith 
and morals. Those who say there is salvation by 
any other Church are guilty of a heresy of 
religious indifference forbidden by the first 
commandment. All salvation comes only through 
the Catholic Church. 


When did Christ authorize the Apostles to 
teach all men thus obliging all men to believe 
that teaching? After the Resurrection, “He said 
to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned." (St Mark 16:16) 


Is it possible that this Church err in teaching 
faith and morals? By the promise of Christ and 
power of the Holy Ghost it is not possible for the 
Church (i.e. Pope and his bishops under him) to 
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err in teaching faith and morals. To say that the 
Church has erred in teaching faith and morals is 
to say that Christ deceived us and the Holy Ghost 
failed, which is a thing impossible. 


How can we explain how it is that Francis et al 
are promoting new doctrines and morals 
contrary to Christ and previous popes? If any 
pope sins by loss of the Faith and or apostasy he 
would no longer possess the infallible and 
indefectible teaching power. Without the 
protection of the infallible teaching power any 
error is possible - even the promotion of idol 
worship and other false religions. Such a pope 
would be no more than a corpse of a pope - that is 
to say, he may have an election and a title but 
would be lifeless of the Faith and thereby the 
teaching power. At best he would be a pope-elect; 
elected to be pope but would have to convert 
before actually possessing the teaching 
authority. 


What should a Catholic do in such a confusing 
crisis? (1) Do not accept teachings of faith and 
morals which are manifestly contrary to to 
previous popes - they simply cannot come from 
the indefectible Magisterium. (2) Be faithful and 
hold fast fast to your pre-vatican2 catechism and 
Missal; pray the Rosary daily. Be at peace still 
God restores order. 
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Should we fear or be discouraged? Our blessed 
Lord and Savior said, fear not - so, fear not! As 
for discouragement - it is the devil's middle 
name - Begone Satan - praise be Jesus and Mary! 


Follow the path of Mary. During the first Holy 
Saturday, when the Head of the Church lay 
lifeless in the tomb, the Blessed Mother did not 
fear not doubt. She remained faithful, never 
doubting His word, divinity or resurrection. 
Despite that all others stopped believing. This 
was not a moment of discouragement. It was a 
moment of the greatest hope - full expectation of 
the glorious mysteries to follow. Let us stay close 
to her, Rosary in hand, in this our moment of 
hope and fidelity, this the Holy Saturday of His 
Mystical Body (the hierarchy) - in its corpse like 
state, lifeless of the Faith. We who are buried 
with Him will rise with Him. The Resurrection is 
our Hope! All these graces are ours in Paschal 
time. 


Click this link for Further reading: 


Apostolicity - What is Ordinary Jurisdiction? by 
SD Wright 


